GHAPTEK II.
Events in the Middle East prior to the rupture with Turkey—The
conflicting claims of general and local policy—The first step towards
British action in Mesopotamia—The British Plan—Events up to the
capture of Basra.
During the first few weeks following upon the declaration
of war with. Germany, the Government of India and the
Staff at Army Headquarters were anxiously arranging for
the despatch of more than half the field army from India to
Europe—a commitment which until then had seemed only
vaguely possible. Meanwhile., the attitude of Turkey became
more definitely pro-German and, by the middle of August,
grew so hostile that it appeared to the Government of India
to call for precautionary measures in the Persian Gulf to
ensure the safety of the oil refineries at Abadan, which
could easily be reached by Turkish troops from Basra.
Already, between the Foreign Office, the Admiralty, and
the India Office exchanges of opinion on this subject were
taking place, and from the Admiralty—concerned over the
oil supply—there came a suggestion that a military force
should be assembled in India, at Karachi, for transference to
some position of readiness within forty-eight hours steaming
from the Shatt-al-Arab. However, it was not certain then
that hostilities with Turkey were inevitable, and in view of
the importance attached to reassuring Mohammedan popular
feeling in India and elsewhere, it was thought to be most
important that Great Britain should avoid any precipi-
tate action which might be represented as forcing war
upon Turkey—a Mohammedan power. The problem was
considered by the Cabinet, but before any definition of
policy could be made the situation in Mesopotamia
became considerably graver—so much so that, by the
end of August, the Government of India and the Admiralty
reiterated their recommendations for taking action in
the Persian Gulf, the Yiceroy desiring to forestall Turkish
political intrigue by this means, and the Admiralty desiring
to secure the protection of the oil refineries at Abadan.
Here, then, was a conflict between general policy which,
aiming at the conservation of the sympathy of Mohammedan
opinion as a whole, was framed to avoid taking the first step
against Turkey, and local policy which urged both on poll-

